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Sean and Dawvis,

We observed a new issue with the power grab sampling yesterday. At some locations, the sampling
crews are encountering a black flowing sand that has very low cohesion and just flows out the bottom and
sides of the power grab sampler. This occurs consistently when the black flowing sand is present and the
grab jaws are completely closed. Crews have been following the FSP and rejecting these grabs and
moving. The possible issue is that rejecting these black flowing sand grabs may result in a sample bias
so | wanted to bring to this groups attention. It is a new issue but unrelated to penetration issues of hard
sediment. Attached a couple of photos of the material.

Looking for direction from EPA on whether to continue following the FSP and reject these types of grabs.

Thank you,

Howard S. Young, LG | CDM Smith
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